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MEDJUGORJE  
AFTERNOON OF PRAYER 

led by Fr.  Martin Morris  
 

2nd Sunday of the month 
4pm  

 
 

**** cancelled January 2025  
 

Resumes  9th February 2025 
 

 
NOTE: Change of Church 

 

 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 

Village Lane, 
Washington, 
Tyne & Wear 

NE38 7HS 

MEDJUGORJE CENTRE NORTH EAST PILGRIMAGE 
in conjunction with 

NORTHERN STAR TRAVEL LTD 
(Tel: 0161 773 2115) 

 

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO  
MEDJUGORJE 2025 

led by Fr.  Martin Morris  
 

Sunday 1st—8th June 2025 
 

Cost  £790pp 
Single room supplement—£115pp 

(Deposit required £200) 
Earlybird discount £20pp if paid before 30th September 2024 

 
Flying from Newcastle to Dubrovnik 

Half Board 
Hotel Orbis3—Close to St. James’ Church 

 
 

For Booking forms and information please contact- 
Adrian Duffy 
Northern Star Travel ltd 
46-48 Long Street, Middleton, Manchester, M24 6UQ 
0161 773 2115 
General Information: 
Kath Ash (Medjugorje Centre NE)    Tel: 01670 733358   

Parishes of St. John XXIII & 
St. Joseph, Birtley 

 
 

Parish Lenten Mission 2025 
15th—20th March 

Led by 
 

Sr Briege McKenna (OSC) 
and  

Fr. Pablo Escriva De Romani 
 
 
Sr Briege and Fr. Pablo have many 
years experience of worldwide 
retreats and missions. 
 
 

Program to Follow 



  

activity she heard the voice of the 
Lord speaking, “ This time is for me,  
Said Jesus to her. Sr. Briege often 
uses this little story to illustrate that if 
we are too bust busy to pray, then we 
are too busy!   
Our Lady asks us to ‘Pray, Pray, 
Pray.’  At the heart of Our Lady’s 
plea, and it is a real imploring with 
this threefold call to prayer are plans 
of peace and Joy.  This is the reason 
for Mary’s coming in Medjugorje, to 
show the world the way to peace.   
‘Peace must reign between God and 
Man.’  Were her very first words on 
24th June , 1981.   
All of her messages during this time 
have been about the path of renewal 
and hope  and Resurrection.  The 
message of peace brought to us by the 
queen of Peace, doesn’t consist only 
of ways to stop wars, but also to stop 
any destruction of human life.  Mary 
calls humanity to a deeper 
understanding of life from its very 
beginning, , protection of nature and 
creation, deep peace between God 
and Man, and between all people.  
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Dear Brother’s and Sister’s of 
Medjugorje North East and beyond, 
as we reflect on Our Lady’s message 
for Christmas Day let us remember 
that she is the woman clothed with 
the sun, who stands on the moon, 
with a crown of twelve stars on her 
head.  She is the one who fights the 
enemy, and all that threatens 
humanity with destruction.   
So often Our Lady has told us that 
she needs our prayers for the Triumph 
of her Immaculate Heart. So Our 
Lady begins the message with the 
threefold call to prayer  “Pray, Pray, 
Pray.”  Let us note what Our Lady 
does not say, she doesn’t ask us to ‘ 
talk, or study or discuss.’  Important 
and necessary as these are she 
underscores the vital importance of 
prayer. Emphasising the very word 
‘Pray’ three times Mary really wants 
us to make prayer our priority above 
everything else.  
  
Once Sr. Briege McKenna was 
overwhelmed by the duties she had to 
perform, and in the midst of all her 

Reflection by Fr. Martin Morris 
Spiritual Director of Medjugorje Centre NE 

OUR LADY’S MESSAGE—To the World 
Given 25th  December 2024 to Marija Pavlovic 

 
 
“Dear children!  Pray, pray, pray that peace may begin to 
reign in every heart and prevail over every evil and 
peacelessness. Thank you for having responded to my call."   
 
 
(With Ecclesiastical approval)  



  

The word ‘ Pray’ is repeated  three 
times in this month’s message,  but 
we shouldn’t become too analytic 
about this, but simply do as Our Lady 
requests and that is to pray more. So 
let us look at what Our Lady has 
asked us to do concerning prayer; 
 
1. Who is supposed to pray? 

Every person.  Every nation, 
every parish, every family, and 
every prayer group. 
 

2. What should we pray?   Right 
from the start of the apparitions 
Our Lady taught us to pray the 
Apostles Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Hail Mary, Holy 
Mass and Holy Scripture.  
  

3. How are we to pray? Our Lady 
taught us how to pray with the 
heart. i.e. with Faith, trust and 
love in God’s mercy and 
tenderness. 

4. For what should we pray.?  
Firstly for our Lady’s 
intentions,  especially the 
Triumph of her Immaculate 
Heart. Then we should pray for 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
the Gift of Faith, and in this 
month’s message that ‘ Peace 
reign and prevail in every heart.  
 
This is the simple format of 
prayer that Our Lady has shown 
us over the years, the important 
thing is to decide for prayer in 
the midst of our  own lives.  

 
As we begin this New Year, a Holy 
Year of Jubilee, let us each take to 
heart the threefold call to Prayer and 
begin by looking into our own hearts 
and create the conditions for peace to 

reign there. Our Lady asks that our 
own inner peace may prevail over 
peacelessness.  
So let us begin personally and 
become channels of God’s peace, 
with Our Lady, Queen of Peace , that 
the Peace of Christ may ‘Prevail’ in 
our world. 
 
A Happy Holy Year to you all. 
Fr. Martin . 
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Pray, Fast and Confess regularly. 
If receiving my Son in the Eucha-
rist is the centre of your life, then 
do not be afraid, you can do eve-
rything.  
June 2, 2012  
 
 
 
 
 
THE ‘FIVE STONES’ OF  

MEDJUGORJE 
 

 
 

 
1. PRAYER,   
2. FASTING,  
    (Wednesday & Friday) 
3. HOLY SCRIPTURE, 
     (daily reading) 
4. CONFESSION,  
    (monthly at least) 
5. EUCHARIST,  
   (Frequent celebration ) 
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“Peace! Peace! Peace!  
May peace reign between  

God and man” 
(Our Lady June ,1981) 

 
 

 
 
 
Following the annual 
International Day of Prayer for 
Eastern Christians, we pray in 
solidarity with our Christian 
brothers and sisters of the East, 
especially in the Holy Land and 
Ukraine.   
 
 
We ask the Lord to sustain them, 
many of whom are suffering 
persecution, displacement and 
discrimination, in their faith in 
the Risen Christ. 
 
 
We pray that stability and peace 
may flourish in their lands; the 
place where the Gospel was first 
heard and proclaimed, the 
origins of monastic life and in 
the unbroken lived tradition of 
our common Christian faith. 

December 25, 2024  
Our Lady’s Annual Message 

to Jakov  
 
 

At the last daily 
apparition to Jakov 
Colo on 
September 12th, 
1998, Our Lady 
told him that 
henceforth he 

would have one apparition a year, 
every December 25th, on Christmas 
Day. This is also how it was this year. 

 
 

The apparition began at 2:45 pm and 
lasted 8 minutes. Our Lady came with 
little Jesus in her arms. Through 
Jakov, Our Lady gave the following 
message: 
 
"Today, on this day of grace, in a 
special way I am calling you not to 
live a life striving for earthly goals and 
not to seek peace and joy in earthly 
things, because in this way darkness 
takes over your life and you do not see 
the meaning of your life. Little 
children, open the doors of your hearts 
to Jesus, permit Him to take over your 
entire life so that you may begin to 
live in God's love and mercy. My 
children, only with Jesus in your 
hearts will you come to know the true 
goal of your life and long for eternal 
salvation. I am blessing you with my 
motherly blessing." 
(With Ecclesiastical approval) 
 

 
Jakov’s mission is to  
‘Pray for the sick’ 
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Medjugorje, December 19, 2024  
 
Dear friends, praise be to Jesus and 
Mary!   
 
2. The Angels of Bethlehem. As 
Christmas approaches, our hearts 
yearn to fully experience the graces 
that Heaven offers us on this 
wonderful day when the Savior of the 
World is born, and which Mary 
calls The Day of Joy. Among the best 
distributors of joy, let's think of the 
multitude of Angels who sang of the 
glory of God above the little 
shepherds tending their flocks in the 
fields of Bethlehem. Why don’t we 
invoke the help of the Angels, when 
we need joy so badly?  

Here is one of my most vivid 
memories. I was invited to give a talk 
on Medjugorje to 2000 people at a 
European city. When I arrived, I saw 
that their faces were serious and sad. I 
was afraid of being put off right from 
the start, and I said to myself: “If they 
don't laugh at my little funny stories, 
it's going to be very dry”. Then I had 
the idea of calling the Angels of 
Bethlehem to my rescue, because 
they matched my needs in every way: 
their numbers, their joy and the fact 

that they were bearers of good news. I 
said to them: “You see my 
embarrassment, so please fill this 
entire place and stand by each person. 
Remove any heaviness! Let the joy 
overflow, let the atmosphere be light, 
cheerful, and let the message go 
straight to their hearts!” 

 
So I went for it... I was surprised to 
see a sudden cheerfulness lighting up 
everyone's faces! How encouraging! 
But I was even more surprised when 
they started laughing without me 
saying anything particularly funny. A 
few minutes later, their laughter 
increased so much, the joy burst out 
with such intensity that I was forced 
to slip a secret word to my troop of 
angels:  
“Dear angels, OK, you have sown 
incredible joy, thank you! But, if 
they keep laughing like that, how will 
I be able to keep talking? Could you 
turn the volume down a little bit, 
please, so I can still deliver the 
message to them?”  
 
It was a memorable evening, as the 
Angels once again dazzled me with 
their power and concern. What a 
wonderful key Heaven has given us 
here! If you're feeling burdened, call 

REPORT FROM SISTER EMMANUEL 
of The Community of The Beatitudes 

www.sremmanuel.org 

Angels and Baby Jesus 

http://www.sremmanuel.org
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on the Angels of Bethlehem! They 
sweep away all sadness and do so 
with a delightful sense of humor; 
don't leave them jobless, live the Day 
of Joy to the full! (PS1) 
 
3. Will Mary empty Purgatory? In 
the early 80s, Our Lady revealed that 
on Christmas day, she goes to 
Purgatory to free many souls and 
open the Gates of Heaven for them. It 
is during that Day of Joy that she 
frees the most souls, even more than 
on All Saints' Day and All Souls' 
Day (PS2). Let's take advantage of 
this providential grace to entrust 
many souls to her! 
 
But be careful! Let us entrust to her 
those we love and who loved us, and 
also those who may have hurt us 
while they were alive! This post-
mortem forgiveness may be difficult 
in the moment, but it will bring floods 
of mercy to us and to those persons, 
because on the other side of this life, 
evil has no place: only divine love 
prevails.  

 
4. Fabio has come a long way! For 
14 years, this young man was 
involved in drug trafficking, crime 
and prostitution, not to mention other 
addictions.   

We were in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and our 
friend Father Enrico was celebrating 
holy mass outdoors in a favela 
located in one of the city's most 
dangerous suburbs. As Fabio walked 
by, he heard words he had never 
heard before. That was Father Enrico, 
full of the Spirit of the Lord, who 
forcefully declared this before this 
gang: 
 
“I don't know what your current 
situation is, but I do know that the 
Lord is knocking on the door of 
your heart! If you open it to Him, He 
will come in and sit at the table with 
you; He is inviting you to rest on His 
Heart in order to heal your wounds!” 
 
That day Fabio decided to open his 
heart to Jesus... A few months later, 
as Christmas approached, he wrote a 
beautiful letter to the Infant Jesus. 
Today, in this time of grace and 
expectation, I would like to share 
with you these lines from a heart that 
has escaped the hellish spheres of this 
world, to help you sing with us the 
extraordinary goodness of our Savior:  

From Fabio, the ex-murderer, to 
the Infant Jesus: 
 
“Thank you, Jesus, for I have been 
born again. I don't celebrate your 
birthday superficially, but with a great 

Purgatory 
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joy that comes from the depths of my 
heart, in a very different way! Not 
drunk on wine, but on the oil of your 
anointing. Not snorting cocaine, but 
breathing in the pleasant fragrance of 
your Presence. Not armed with a gun, 
but with the sword of truth, your 
Word which is Spirit and Life. Not 
stealing, but giving love to my 
neighbor. Not killing, but winning 
souls for God. Not locked up in a 
brothel, but enjoying the true joy that 
only you, Jesus, can give my heart. 
Not locked up in prison, but 
enveloped in your infinite Love...  
 
That is why I want to live this day 
as if it were the last day of my life. 
 
On this special day of your 
birthday, Infant Jesus, the only gift 
I can bring you is happiness, the 
happiness of your Presence! Thank 
you, Jesus! You were born for me so 
that one day I could be reborn in 
You!” 
 
Today, Fabio is married and the 
father of a beautiful little girl, and he 
is evangelizing together with Father 
Enrico at the Alliance de la 
Miséricorde (Mercy Alliance)!   
 

 
 

Dearest Gospa, dear little Mama 
pregnant with Jesus, you who carry 
within you the most beautiful of all 
human children, we have a message 
for Him that I ask you to please pass 
on to Him: “O Jesus, the heavenly 

Father placed you in Mary's womb so 
that she could give Him to the world. 
So, in these days of joy, come quickly 

into our poor hearts thirsting for 
love! Didn't you come to earth for 

sinners, the poor, the sick, the 
hopeless, the lost?” 

 
 

Sister Emmanuel,  
Community of the Beatitudes  

Let us pray with the Holy Father: 
 

 
Prayer Intention for  

JANUARY 2025 
 

‘For  the right to an 
education’  

 
Pope Francis 

 
Let us pray for migrants, refugees, 

and those affected by war, that 
their right to an education, which is 
necessary to build a better world, 

might always be respected. 
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There has been some controversy, or 
if you will, relative bewilderment, 
over Mirjana's words that have almost 
cast doubt on whether she herself is 
the person destined to be the 
conduit of the Secrets to be 
revealed to humanity, that is, 
the bridge between them and 
the priest chosen to reveal 
them from time to time. The 
moment of the unveiling to 
humanity before the events 
occur will take place as 
everyone knows through the 
medium of a representative 
of the clergy chosen by her, who has 
always been identified as Father Petar 
Ljubičić, and only ten days before he 
will know the moment and will not be 
able to exempt himself from this task. 
His eyes will only be able to read the 
Secret to be communicated, three 
days before it manifests itself. It is 
important to emphasize as proof of 
the veracity of the Marian 
manifestation itself, that Our Lady 
does not use a deterministic approach, 
so she educated the visionaries to a 
certain kind of mental attitude devoid 
of improper leaps forward. The 
Queen of Peace therefore told 
Mirjana to choose a priest for the 
revelation of the Secrets, and she, 
perhaps with an inner locution or out 
of purely free choice and conscience, 
decided on this priest who was 
educated but also very close to the 
lives of the poor and needy. Father 
Petar himself has repeatedly said that 
he felt a certain strength and energy 
when Mirjana communicated this will 
to him, but the Marian pedagogy of 

these decades is clear, which is why 
Mirjana said 'if I will be the 
intermediary of the secrets the priest 
chosen by me will be Father Petar.' It 

is in the logic of things that it 
will be Mirjana, but Our Lady 
teaches us not to follow these 
human paths, but to surrender 
ourselves to God's will by 
annulling that ego that puts us 
in a state of acquired 
authority, of premature 
investiture, since the 
authority is only that of the 
Father, the Son and She who 

is Mediatrix of all Graces, Mother 
and Advocate of ours, pointing us to 
Christ. This is a very clear aspect in 
the visionaries and one that should 
lead to some reflection even for those 
who do not believe in Medjugorje, 
that is, how absent in the visionaries 
is that protagonism over their own 
fellow missionaries, sometimes quite 
natural, that leads to wanting to be the 
bearer, spokesperson, leader of a 
group. The behavior of the visionaries 
really seems to be afferent to an 
authority external to the group itself 
and to the clergy, which is that of God 
and His maternal face, namely the 
Mother of the Living. This was an 
aspect that did not go unnoticed by 
unprejudiced skeptics, the more so 
because of the heterogeneity of their 
lives and personalities that could 
easily derail them toward certain non-
harmonious protagonisms among 
them. Our Lady therefore gives us 
directions, suggestions, educates us in 
prayer and shows us the Way, but she 
did not grant earthly imprimaturs, 

MIRJANA AND FATHER PETAR 
Medjugorje Secrets 

( Gino Pitaro—Medjugorje News FB) 
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precisely because the maternal task is 
not substantiated in this but in a 
repositioning of the dispositions of 
the heart and intellect. After giving 
Mirjana the task of choosing a priest, 
Our Lady did not add anything else in 
this regard. It is simply in the 
dynamic in being not to disquisition 
further, precisely because Our Lady 
invites us to see a different Beyond, 
to change our horizon of deep 
consciousness to produce those 
important, positive and inevitable 
changes. Mirjana also is not the only 
one who knows the ten secrets, but 
there are also Ivanka and Jakov, and 
presumably shortly or even during the 
unfolding of them, Marija, Ivan and 
Vicka as well. Each of them will have 
a role, either in communication or in 
mutual support. For example, Vicka 
will presumably continue to have 
daily appearances during the time of 
the Secrets; Ivanka will be supportive 
of the community of local faithful and 
parishes, as will Jakov; Marija will 
have a focus on those in Italy and 
around the world; and Ivan will have 
a privileged role with the Americas. 
Some of these are just my considered 
assumptions. 
It has also been ventilated by Mirjana 
that the Secrets during their gradual 
clearance may be announced by the 
Pope himself or by a major 
ecclesiastical authority. It is not 
excluded, especially when the 
international community will become 
aware after the first three, that what is 
claimed in Medjugorje is authentic, 
without forgetting that the center of 
everything is God's Mercy. 
 

Christmas greeting from 
the Provincial of the Franciscan 

Province of Herzegovina 
Fr. Jozo Grbeš 

 
 
Dear friends of 
love! Christmas 
should leave us 
speechless, in a 
silence of a 
gratitude! 

 
It is because of a union of the human 
with the divine, earth with heaven, time 
with eternity, the finite with the infinite 
– all of this in one person, the person of 
Jesus Christ. 
He became man! God became 
man! “And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us.” (Jn 1:14) It is, 
therefore, important to be human, to 
respect life. If it is important to God to 
be human, then man must be important 
to us too! The fact that God became 
man is an expression of great love. 
This love creates, changes and lives. 
With His incarnation, the God of love 
redeems us from the brokenness that is 
our daily destiny. The incarnation, as 
the great theologian of the 20th century 
said, Hans Urs von Balthasar includes 
a “descending path”: Jesus walked all 
the way to the filth and mud of the 
human existence, finally accepting, as 
st. Paul said, “even death, death on a 
cross.” (Phil 2:8). Only love can do 
that! 
We too must walk the same path: we 
must love people and give praise to 
God. Every day anew! In every 
encounter over and over again. 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Br. Jozo Grbeš, OFM 
The Provincial 
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We celebrate the birth of Jesus. We 
celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Gospel shows us Jesus 
the Savior, the Redeemer, the Living 
One, also shows us, in a profound 
way, the meaning of Jesus' birth. 
From the Gospel of Luke: "I bring 
you good news of a great joy that will 
be for all the world. Today a Savior 
has been born to you, Christ the Lord, 
in the city of David. 
 
Our faith is summed up in this 
expression: God has made himself 
one of us, in Jesus of Nazareth, 
Christ, Lord, Savior. 
Our faith is based on a single event: 
the Incarnation. Our faith is based on 
a Person: Jesus of Nazareth, the Son 
of God. 
 
The question we ask ourselves as we 
face this profound truth of our faith 
is: why did God become one of us? 
The reason for this is found again in 
the Gospel, in a song in the Gospel of 
Luke: “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to those on whom 
his favor rests . Peace on earth to men 
and women of good will.” 

This is why God became like us 
because he loves us, God became like 
us because he loves me, God became 
like us because he loves you: love me 
as I am, loves you as you are, because 
in Jesus we are His children. 
This is Jesus’ authentic Christmas 
wish: peace to you, peace to your 
family, peace to your community, 
peace... because God loves you, 
because God loves us. 
 
Merry Christmas to everyone in the 
peace of Jesus Christ! 
 
Archbishop Aldo Cavalli 

Christmas greetings from the Apostolic Visitor  
with a special role for the parish of Medjugorje,  

Archbishop Aldo Cavalli 

December 30, 2024 
 

"For us Christians, thanksgiving was 
the name given to the most essential 
Sacrament there is: the Eucharist . In 
fact, the Greek word means precisely 
this: thanksgiving . Eucharist: 
thanksgiving. Christians, as all 
believers, bless God for the gift of 
life. To live is above all to have 
received life. All of us are born 
because someone wanted us to have 
life."    
 
Pope Francis 
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the Czech Republic, France, Spain, 
the USA, China, Korea and 
Singapore… 
 
Fr. Zvonimir Pavicic said at the 
beginning of his homily that with 
today's feast we end the Christmas 
octave and that the Church does not 
celebrate the New Year in the way the 
world celebrates it. 
 
''For us, we have Mary, the Mother of 
God at the beginning of the year, the 
feast that closes the narrower circle of 
the celebration of the birth of Christ. 
These eight days we have celebrated 
the birth of our Lord in the flesh of 
the Virgin Mary, and today we are 
called to reflect on Mary's 
motherhood,'' said Fr. Zvonimir, 
explaining what it means that Mary is 
the Mother of God? 
 
''She conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. She did not conceive by 
human power, by human seed, but 
was overshadowed by the Power from 
above, from heaven. "Therefore the 
child to be born will be holy - the Son 
of God." This is how the angel 
Gabriel explained it to her when she 
herself stood before this mystery. 
Mary did not understand everything 
immediately, but she believed in the 
word of God. She believed 
completely and so she became the one 
who leads in faith. The Church 
Fathers say that Mary gave birth to 
God first in her heart, believing the 

 

 
Away from the noise of the world, 
many welcomed the new year 2025 
by coming to pray in Medjugorje.  
 
The prayer program in the Church of 
St. James began with the Rosary at 5 
p.m., a thanksgiving Holy Mass was 
celebrated at 6 p.m., and after that, a 
live nativity scene was staged once 
again in front of the church. The 
prayer vigil began with the adoration 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament at 
10 p.m., and the peak was the Holy 
Mass, which was concelebrated with 
numerous bishops and priests, in the 
presence of several thousand 
pilgrims, and was presided over by 
the parish priest of Medjugorje, Br. 
Zvonimir Pavičić. 
 
Some of the countries from which 
pilgrims arrived in Medjugorje to 
contemplate once again, as Br. 
Zvonimir said, the mystery of the 
incarnation in the silent night of 
Bethlehem included: Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Poland, Italy, 
Germany, Austria, Ukraine, Slovakia, 

Medjugorje Parish Priest Fr. Zvonimir Pavičić:  
 

Let our New Year's resolutions be the Rosary, fasting, Holy Bible,  
confession and the Holy Eucharist 

(04.01.2025) 
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angel's words, and then she conceived 
and gave birth to Him in the flesh. 
Thus she was first a disciple of God, 
and then the Mother of God," said Fr. 
Zvonimir, and he placed before us 
Mary the Mother of God as a guide to 
faith, because: "She shows us by her 
example that we should always trust 
the Lord, no matter if sometimes His 
path seem difficult and impossible to 
us." 
 
He said that in today's Gospel 
passage we hear again about the 
events in Bethlehem when the 
shepherds found the newborn baby, 
Mary and Joseph. Mary reflected on 
all these events, as the evangelist 
Luke says: "Mary kept all these 
events in herself and pondered them 
in her heart." 
 

 
''Mary is no ordinary woman. She is a 
model for all women. She is blessed 
among women. Mary is no ordinary 
disciple. She is a model for all 
Christ's disciples. As a model, she 
encourages us to store these events of 
salvation in our hearts and to ponder 
them, for faith is born in the heart and 
faith requires reflection - that 
pondering in the heart - so that the 
heart may completely submit to the 
will of God and accept it in 
everything,'' said Fr. Zvonimir, 
explaining what that pondering in the 

heart means and how we can imitate 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in this 
today. 
 
"Mary gave birth to Christ - the Word 
became flesh. We have this Word 
written in the Gospels. It is therefore 
necessary to take the Holy Scriptures 
in our hands, especially the Gospels, 
read them, reflect on them, and sift 
through these words and events in our 
hearts. In this way, we too will be 
able to observe the newborn Jesus in 
the manger in our hearts, with the 
eyes of faith, and follow his growth, 
preaching, and work of redemption. 
Mary is a very quiet person in the 
Gospels, we barely have a few 
sentences of her, but she is a person 
who prays, contemplates, and accepts 
God's will in silence," said the parish 
priest of Medjugorje, Fr. Zvonimir 
Pavičić. 
 
 
He concluded his homily with an 
invitation that "our New Year's 
resolutions should be:  
 
the Rosary,  
fasting,  
the Holy Bible,  
confession,  
and the Holy Eucharist."  
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RIP 
 

 
Fr KEVIN 
CUMMINS  

(Wrekenton)  
 

 
Died 12th December 2024  

(Aged 83) 
 
Fr Kevin’s body was received into St 
Oswald’s Wrekenton on Thursday 
2nd January with Mass at 6.00pm. 
Bishop Stephen celebrated 
his Requiem Mass at 10.00am on 
Friday 3 January at St Oswald’s, 
Wrekenton, followed by cremation at 
Birtley Crematorium. Fr Kevin’s ashes 
will be taken to Ireland at a later date. 
 
Fr Kevin was ordained to the 
priesthood on 12 June 1965. He has 
faithfully served the people of our 
Diocese in the following parishes: 
 
Curate: 
Gateshead: St Joseph,  
September 1965 – July 1970 
Sunderland: St Hilda,  
July 1970 – July 1975 
South Shields: Holy Rosary,  
July 1975 – November 1976 
Hebburn: St Aloysius,  
November 1976 – January 1980 
Newcastle: St Cuthbert,  
January 1980 – May 1983 
Parish Priest: 
Amble: Our Lady & St Cuthbert, 
May 1983 – November 1996 
Wrekenton: St Oswald,  
November 1996 – September 2021 
Retired: 
Wrekenton: St Oswald,  
September 2021 – December 2024 
 

Requiescat in Pace 

 
The Madonna came with the 

Child Jesus in her arms.  

 
 
“The Madonna came with the Child 
Jesus in her arms. She gave no mes-
sage. But the Child Jesus began to 
speak and said, “I am your peace, 
live My Commandments.” The Ma-
donna and Baby Jesus blessed us to-
gether with the Sign of the Cross.” 
“Jesus addressed me as the King of 
Peace. He was a child but these 
words were spoken with authority. 
With a voice that remained strong 
within me. I heard the voice of Jesus 
as a child. It was not the voice of a 
child of a few hours. I do not know 
how to say this. A Jesus who is 
small, newborn, who addresses us” 
Marija said  
 
 
 

Medjugorje visionary Marija 
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2025 Jubilee Year 

‘Pilgrims of Hope’ 

“Pilgrims of Hope.”  
 
There will be two Holy Doors in our Diocese, one at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Newcastle and one at St. Joseph’s Church, Hartlepool.  
 
Bishop Stephen Wright (Hexham & Newcastle) is very grateful to Canon Paul 
Douthwaite for his welcome to pilgrims at St. Joseph’s.  
 
The Holy Father has decreed that the Holy Doors are opened on Sunday 29th 
December.  
It is the Bishop’s intention to celebrate both openings that day.  
 
The Holy Doors will be closed on 6th January 2026.  
 
More information can be found via— 
www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/applicazione.html  
and will appear on the Diocesan, CBCEW and Vatican websites in due course.  

The Holy Father has declared 2025 to be a 
Jubilee Year with the motto and theme  

 

Blessings  
For The New Year 

 

Medjugorje Centre N.E 

http://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/applicazione.html

